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Religious News

M C C Seeks Channel to
Aid K a m p u c h e a
The small Indochinese nation of Kampuchea, formerly Cambodia, is experiencing some of the most severe human suffering
of the decade. Two million people are
threatened with starvation in the immediate
future. Eighty per cent of Kampuchea's
children are suffering f r o m the worst form
of malnutrition. United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) officials reportedly believe most
babies and children under five have died.
Voluntary agency representatives and diplomats who have visited Kampucea in
recent months say reports of the threat-

ened famine are not exaggerated.
Food production has been nearly stopped
in the confusion of massacres and war.
Only about 5 per cent of rice land is still
being planted. Seeds and seedlings have
been eaten by the hungry. Max Ediger,
Mennonite Central Committee Thailand
representative, said it is estimated the
country will need 700 tons of rice daily for
several months if a famine is to be prevented.
Ediger has investigated channels from
Thailand to seek permission to send aid.
Such efforts have met with little success.
Earlier this fall, M C C had attempted to
send $24,000 of goods, mostly milk powder,
on a Christian Council of Asia/World
Council of Churches airlift. Airplanes never
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received authorization to leave Thailand.
M C C may be able to grant aid, if it
waives its usual requirements, such as the
need for personnel to accompany aid to
make sure it reaches the most needy and
does not go to feed military forces. Both
A F S C and World Relief Commission
( W R C ) have invited M C C to join them in
efforts to purchase grain in Singapore and
send it to Kampuchea via chartered barges.
Plans for distribution are not clear in either
case. An M C C official explains, "They are
uneasy, but appear ready to accept this
compromise in order to respond. Is the
suffering so severe we should waive our
usual requirements and respond, hoping
and praying for the best?"
—MCC Release
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3s and 83s
Growing Together
Mary G. Eshelman
Threes have a need to grow but so
do eighty-threes. One way for them to
grow is to do it together, and in the
process, to learn from one another.
Most American homes no longer
give the young and old this opportunity to grow together. So if it is to
happen, it will have to be outside the
home in some carefully structured community setting. But where can such a
setting be found?
What better place than in our retirement home, Messiah Village? Since
September 1978, children, residents
and staff have lived together from 7:15
A.M. to 5:30 P.M. Monday through
Friday.
In J a n u a r y 1978, B a r b a r a and
Donna Bert (sisters-in-law, both early
childhood education teachers) asked
me to join the project which had been
in their thinking since November 1977.
Together we drafted a set of Children's
Family Center (CFC) by-laws, filed
i n c o r p o r a t i o n and tax exemption
papers, and chose an eleven member
Board of Directors including parents
of children, Messiah Village residents,
church and community representatives.
Not surprisingly, some of the residents (whose ages average 80) had reservations about the whole idea. Some
worried about noise from the children
or the running in the halls. Others said,
"We already have raised our children."
By coincidence I myself became a
Messiah Village resident in August.
This enabled me to discuss the day care
concept casually with my fellow residents. Besides theory, I told them of
the rewards my late husband experienced in a nursing home, thanks to
the children whom nurses and staff
members would bring to visit on their
day off.
In this unique day care center, the
children have their times alone, pursuing a well planned early childhood
education curriculum, but they also
have their times together with Village
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residents. These times are rewarding.
During them, the children learn that
aging is not all alike, that each is an
individual, different from the next.
They learn the harsh realities of aging,
white hair, dimmed vision, faulty hearing, wrinkled skin, shaky hands and
legs, able to get around only in wheelchairs. Most important, they learn
being old is all right.
Three year old Scot visits Grandpa
Dourte and they do a puzzle together,
or he listens to Grandpa play his harmonica. Grandpa Beck is nearly blind,
but ask 4 year old Matt who'll tell you
that, "Grandpa Beck even taught me
how to ride in a wagon and push it at
the same time."
Other residents quickly find their
special Matts and Scots as Grandpa
and Grandma Lady who always welcome them with a smile. There they
can sit in a special small chair, or four
of them can sit in a big chair "that
tips."
Sometimes residents come to help
or teach a cooking lesson, or to show
the children some new treasures, but
usually they come to visit and to share
in the young life around them. Some
are confined to bed and so the children
go to them.
One resident reported she was depressed, but since adopting a child,
and making a toy for him, life took on
new meaning and purpose. She visits
CFC daily.
Many residents watch the children
play outside as they sit in their chairs
(perhaps wheelchairs) to see young life
in action.
The children entertain the residents
with parades or visiting with a birthday card or singing, etc. Every morning, for example, two children help the
unit staff member hand out towels and
washcloths to the intermediate skilled
nursing residents.
Despite faulty memories, failing eyesight and lack of mobility, the nursing
care residents look forward to the

The a u t h o r lends a helping h a n d .

sounds and touches of their young
friends. One nearly blind lady held out
her hand, and when the child put his
hand into hers, she cried, "It's a child's
hand, it's a child's hand," as tears
rolled down her cheeks. Another asked
for a kiss and said, "That makes my
day."
"The children's voices and activities
add another dimension to my life,"
said one resident, and yet another
summed it up best when he said forcefully, "I just love them and you can tell
the world that if you want."
In Matthew 19:14, Jesus said, "Suffer little children, and forbid them not,
to come unto me: for of such is the
kingdom of heaven."
Which brings us to a full circle, for
reaching and teaching is what this
whole experiment is really all about.
Threes reaching out to touch eightythrees and eighty-threes reaching out
to touch threes, and thereby becoming
a family, learning and growing together.
Note: Mary G. Eshelman, a resident of Messiah
Village, is actively involved with the Children's
Family Center, located on the grounds of Messiah Village. She notes, "1 have been asked to
write an article on the Children's Family Center.
This request comes from other than Messiah
Village."
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Angela Keith Benedict

I felt like slamming the phone down.
Jack Kenyon had been hired to handle
my divorce, not to advise me on spiritual matters!
Of course, I knew he was a Christian
when I engaged him; but so was I.
Mainly I wanted a good lawyer, and he
certainly qualified in that respect.
"Are you there, Angie?" he asked as
I made faces at the phone.
"I'm here, Jack," I replied. "But I
don't see what all this has to do with
my divorce."
"You've got to read this book," he
said. "It can change your life."
"Jack
"
"So many Christians are missing
this aspect of their lives, and it's so
important," he continued. " When's the
last time you praised the Lord for
something?"
"I really can't say," I admitted. "Have
you forgotten that I'm going through a
divorce? It's hardly the time for praising God!"
"But that's where you're wrong!" he
corrected. "This book says it's vital to
praise the Lord in everything, no matter what. And of course, it's scriptural.
Why, in First Thessalonians 5:18 we're
told
"
"Jack, I really have to run," I interrupted. "Are those papers ready for
my signature?"
"Not quite," he said. "Have you and
Frank talked about the property settlement?"
"No, I won't see him or talk to him
4

unless there's a third party present."
"Get that book, Angie," Jack advised.
"It's well worth the price."
I hung up, frustrated and furious. I
had hoped that a Christian attorney
would be able to see that the relationship between Frank and me was hopeless. Frank wasn't even a believer; the
marriage never should have taken
place. It was a mistake, and I wanted
out of it.
But Jack didn't see it that way.
From our first appointment he had
talked about a possible reconciliation,
regardless of Frank's spiritual situation.
"While it's true you were disobedient when you married him, a union
was formed, and you've produced two
children," he explained. "If there's any
chance of saving this marriage . . . ."
"There isn't," I assured him. "It was
strictly a physical attraction, and that
ended a long time ago."
Unfortunately Jack insisted upon
speaking to Frank—and he found out
what I hadn't bothered to tell him: that
Frank still loved me and didn't want
the divorce.
As far as I was concerned, that was
immaterial. It takes two to make a
marriage, after all. When I discovered
that Frank had involved himself with
another woman, that was the final
blow.
"But he's through with her," Jack
told me. "She didn't mean anything to
him anyway."

"I believe adultery is still cause for
divorce," I replied.
"Yes, it is," he agreed. "But if Frank
is truly repentant. . . ."
"Are you going to handle this case
or not?" I demanded.
"Yes, of course," he said.
That had been weeks earlier, and
little had been done. Now he wanted
me to read some dumb book on praise!
I couldn't believe my bad judgment in
selecting him as a lawyer.
Strangely enough, I found myself
near a Christian bookstore the next
day and picked up a copy of that book.
What did I have to lose, after all?
"Praise the Lord in everything," it
began. In every situation? What reason did I have to praise the Lord in my
particular situation?
But the book said that in praising
Him we find new strength and courage
and a renewal of spirit.
Well, I certainly needed a renewal of
spirit at that point. The separation
from Frank had been a lot harder emotionally than I anticipated, and the
constant questions the kids asked about
their father didn't help a bit. Spiritually I had never been lower.
"Look for the positive elements
which exist in anyone," the book instructed. There's nothing
positive
about Frank, I told myself.
Of course, that wasn't true. He did
have his good points, even if I chose to
ignore them most of the time.
For one thing, he was a loving
father, never abusive, but firm with the
children. He believed that love and
discipline went hand in hand, and so
did 1.1 could praise the Lord for that.
He was also a good provider—not
overly generous, but my food budget
was adequate; and we had a lovely
home. I could praise the Lord for that
too.
And I had never been a battered
wife, like those I read about in the
newspaper. Praise the Lord! And Frank
didn't drink or smoke or force me to
accompany him to places where I
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would be uncomfortable.
"Praise the Lord!"
I jumped at the sound of my own
voice. It was one thing to praise Him
silently; doing it aloud was another
matter altogether.
Frank had never tried to keep me
from attending church services, even
though he wouldn't go himself. "Praise
the Lord!" I whispered.
He didn't mind if the children went
either. "Praise the Lord!"
I went on like that for several minutes, finding more and more things
about Frank to praise the Lord for,
and surprising myself in the process. I
hadn't been able to think of one good
point before I started reading the book,
nor had I wanted to.
But you still don't want to, I reminded
myself. Yes, there were good qualities
in Frank, but that just isn't what a
marriage is all about. You can find
good qualities in a hardened criminal,
after all, but that doesn't change the
verdict!
As I read that book though, I began
to see many things in a different light.
Simply saying "Praise the Lord!"
wasn't enough, of course. I had to be
sincere, and that was difficult.
"Continue to thank Him and praise
Him even if you don't feel like it," the
book advised. "Allow His Spirit to
minister to you, and be open to His
leading."
Well, I was willing to do that, divorce
or no divorce. I was a Christian first of
all, and certainly recognized the need
to reestablish my relationship with
Christ.
Of course, the kids thought it was a
game when I started saying "Praise the
Lord!" instead of scolding, so I told
them what I was doing, and why.
"We should praise Him in everything," I added.
"Everything?" Donny asked. "Even
when you have to eat spinach?"
"Especially then," I answered. "Because it helps make you healthy."
"Yeah," Donny decided. "And strong
too!" He flexed his muscles.
Cindy giggled.
Amazing things seemed to happen
as I praised the Lord. My attitude
toward people I had found difficult—
such as that snippy blonde checker at
the market—changed, and I was able
to thank God that I had money to buy
groceries and the patience to put up
with her unfriendliness. Praise the Lord
I don't have such a sour expression on
my face, I thought, smiling at her.
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"Did you read the book?" Jack
Kenyon asked a week later.
"Yes, I did."
"What did you think?"
"It's a fantastic book, and I've put
some of the principles into effect already. It hasn't always been easy, but I
have more to praise the Lord for than I
realized."
"That's true of all of us," he answered. "Angie, I talked to Frank last
night."
I swallowed at the sound of Frank's
name, but strangely the bitterness and
anger I usually associated with it just
weren't there. "You did?"
"He's going to church every Sunday," Jack continued.
I didn't answer. That was one thing
Frank had always refused to do, no
matter how many times I asked him!
But it doesn't matter now! I told
myself. It's too late!
"That's really something to praise
the Lord for, isn't it?" Jack asked.
"Yes, it is," I admitted.
"It's an indication of how much he
wants you back," Jack went on. "I
won't lie and say that he's accepted
Christ, but he is at least hearing the
gospel message. Praise the Lord?'
"Praise the Lord," I echoed weakly.
"I need to get together with both of
you to discuss the property settlement,"
Jack said. "How about tomorrow at
3?"
"Both of us?" I had avoided seeing
Frank even to the point of staying in
my room when he came by to pick up
the children on weekends.
"It's important," Jack insisted.
"Well, all right," I agreed reluctantly.
"See you tomorrow then."
"Tomorrow."

Well, you can praise the Lord that
it's almost over, I told myself. Somehow the feeling of satisfaction and
relief that I expected just wasn't there.
I wonder if he's sincere about his
interest in the church? I found myself
surprised that I cared.
Of course, he is the father of my
children, I reminded myself.
I was extremely nervous the next
afternoon, but managed to arrive on
time, as did Frank. Unfortunately Jack
wasn't quite ready for us, and we
found ourselves alone in the reception
room.
"You're looking great, Angie,"
Frank said.
"Thank you," I replied.
Silence. Frank and I had always
found it hard to communicate.
Suddenly we just started talking—
about the kids at first, then about the
church he was attending, and everything else. He had lost weight since the
separation—"I never did learn to cook,
you know"—and he said he missed me
"like crazy."
I Wanted to tell him that it was over
between us, that nothing could bring
us back together, but the words just
w o u l d n ' t c o m e . S o m e t h i n g had
changed, perhaps in both of us, and we
were no longer the two people we had
been.
Minutes later, in Jack's office, I
found myself agreeing to a trial reconciliation and hugging the man 1 had
planned to divorce. It wasn't possible,
but it was happening—and it was
meant to be.
Praise the Lord!
Reprinted from Pentecostal Evangel, September
23, 1979. Used by permission.

CHURCH NEWS
A Former Missionary's
Introduction to Zambia
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Bathurst are giving
a nine month term of Voluntary Service in Zambia, Africa. Ellen Hoover,
former missionary to Africa, gave the
following words of farewell in a service
held October 8, in the Abilene Church,
Kansas.
When Moses came near to the promised land he sent spies to see the land.
They were to see if it was good or bad,
fat or lean and if there was wood.
Today he would have been more concerned about gasoline. Also the spies
were to see if cities were tents or
strongholds, if the people were weak
or strong, few or many. They were to
bring back fruits of the land. Here is a
spy's report to Dale and Juanita Bathurst before they leave for Zambia.
The soil in Zambia produces very
good gardens, especially when Fanny
Longenecker is the gardner, but October is the driest and hottest month of
the year. Things will not look real
green at first. There will be strange, tall
ant hills just like Brother Engle saw
according to The Everywhere Missionary.
The houses in the cities need to be
strongholds because there is plenty of
unchecked thievery. Zambians need to
make it difficult for night visitors to
move from room to room to slow
down the process of collecting articles.
Also it is wise to hold on to purchases
while shopping so the buying does not
have to be repeated. Lusaka has modern buildings but Choma stores look
like they belong in Old Abilene Town.
In town, Bathursts will learn what it is
to stand in a "queue" (a line) to purchase whatever new item came in that
day. Since there is plenty of cat food
on the grocery shelves, Bathursts could
take a cat along to Zambia.
People in Zambia are strong as Dale
may experience if he tries to keep up
with young people on a hike while he
sings a marching song with them. The
population in Zambia is not real dense
but it will feel rather heavily populated
a r o u n d the s c h o o l s and hospitals and in town. When Bathursts
learn to know the people, they will find
the same personality types as their
6

neighbors in Kansas. One characteristic of young people is their desire to
hear newcomers talk. They will ask,
"How many cattle do you have? How
much did it cost to fly to Zambia? How
old are you? and, Why did you come
here?"
Dale and Juanita should prepare
themselves for long quiet evenings
since there will be no farm meetings,
P.T. A., community action group, township board, Sunday school committee
or church board for them to attend.
There will be no television for entertainment. Students cannot visit them
in the evening because they all go to
evening studies and that is the important thing for them.
It is very important today that the
missionary continue to play a servant
role and allow the Zambian to run the
program. "In the old days" missionaries were told to be careful about pushing new ideas for the first year of their
existence on the field. It would be good
if any new idea could be planted in the
minds of Zambians so they can make it
fit Zambian culture before it is made
public. Remember they have things to
teach Americans, too.
Bathursts will learn to love students,
workers, church leaders and village
people but they will find it is hard to
communicate when you speak a different language and when you wear different shoes.

Conference News
Allegheny
On S u n d a y , Nov. 4, the Carlisle congregation
held a S u n d a y School Parent-Teacher night as
an opportunity for parents and teachers to get
better acquainted. • On Sunday a f t e r n o o n and
evening, Oct. 28, a hymn sing was held by the
Colyer congregation. A fellowship meal was
held between the two services. • The pastoral
couple of the Mt. Rock Church, Rev. and Mrs.
Richard Morris, have been inviting small groups
of the congregation to the parsonage. Their goal
is to invite everyone in the church.
The Shermans Valley congregation reports
fall revival was held on Oct. 1-8, with Rev. Delmas Hock as the evangelist. • Young people
f r o m Teen Challenge Training Center shared
their testimonies with the South Mountain
Chapel congregation on Sunday morning, Oct.
14. A team f r o m Messiah College shared with
the congregation on Sunday, Oct. 28.

new directors were elected in the recent a n n u a l
meeting: Ken Letner (Lancaster); J a k e Esh (Refton); J i m Z o o k (Cross Roads) was re-elected to
the Board. Officers f o r the current year are:
Alfred Brandt, President (Fairland); Dale W.
Engle, Vice-president ( M a n o r ) ; Earl Musser,
Secretary (Fairland); and Harold K a u f f m a n ,
Treasurer (Skyline View).
A missionary conference was held by the Harrisburg Church on Oct. 13 and 14. Guest speakers included Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover, Marshall
and Eleanor Poe, and Donald Vundla. • Ted
Bailey Sr. spoke to the Holden Park congregation on Sunday evening, Oct. 14 as part of Layman's Sunday. Other laymen also shared in both
the morning and evening services. • Two dedication services were held recently by the Mastersonville congregation. One was f o r a new church
sign which was purchased and erected by the
Young Married Class. The second service was
held to dedicate the newly constructed pavillion
—a project of the Christ's Crusaders.

Canadian
A Name-Changing Service was held on Sunday, Oct. 14, when the f o r m e r Puslinch Community Church became the Cross Roads Memorial Church. The service was led by the
pastor, Roger Charman and the message was
b r o u g h t by Bishop Harvey Sider. • A Youth
Retreat was hosted by the young people of the
Rosebank congregation on Sept. 29 and 30. The
guest speaker was Rev. Pete Willms, and Kathy
and Mark Deward brought the special music.

Central
Recent guest speakers at the Bethel Community Church while the pastor, Bert Winger, was
hospitalized were Rev. Carl Stump on Oct. 7,
and Rod Hill on Oct. 14. • The Dayton congregation reports five persons baptized recently.
Three persons accepted Christ following the
evening service on Sunday, Oct. 7.

Midwest
The Abilene congregation held a farewell service for Mr. and Mrs. Dale Bathurst on Friday
evening, Oct. 7. The Bathursts will be serving a
nine-month term of voluntary service in Z a m bia. Bill Smith, a Gideon, was the speaker for the
morning service, Oct. 14. • S u n d a y , Oct. 14 was
designated as Sunday School Fall R o u n d - U p by
the Mountain View congregation. Russ Johnson was the speaker, with a n o o n fellowship
meal served afteC the morning service.

Pacific
Atlantic
Eugene Wingert, c a m p manager of the Kenbrook Bible Camp, reports that the following

The Labish c o n g r e g a t i o n held a S u n d a y
School Seminar on Wednesday, Oct. 31, with
John Yeatts leading the a f t e r n o o n staff meeting.
He also preached the evening sermon.
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Upland Brethren in Christ Church
Launches Big Step Forward Campaign
The Upland Brethren in Christ Church
has recently completed a $300,000 capital fund drive that has resulted in
$403,383.50 being committed to the
Lord by members and friends of the
congregation. These commitments are
over and above the operational budget,
and are expected to be completed
within a 150 week period. More than
400 attended the Loyalty Dinner.
Monies received through the Big
Step Forward will be used to finance
Upland's $550,000 expansion of Chris-

tian education facilities and other renovations to their present church plant.
Dwight E. Bert served as general chairman of the campaign, with Carl E.
Keefer providing stewardship consultation services. Stan Long served as
Chairman of Publicity and Promotion.
New facilities include an administration building, choir room, Library,
and new buildings for college, high
school and juniors. The Fellowship
Hall will be remodeled to accomodate
the growing adult Sunday School Department.

Dennis a n d J o a n n e (Eisenhour)
Skyline View congregation, Pa.

Rhine,

Schwartz: A a r o n M a r k , b o r n Aug. 22,
to Luther and M a x i n e ( D o u r t e ) Schwartz,
Mastersonville congregation, Pa.
Sidelnick: Treena Marie, b o r n Aug. 30,
to D e m p s e y and M a r g a r e t Sidelnick, M a s sey Place congregation, Ont.

Weddings
Argenbright-Messersmith: Mabel Messersmith a n d D o u g l a s A r g e n b r i g h t , Nov.
24, in the Mt. R o c k Brethren in Christ
Church.

Berry-Keefer: C h r i s t i n e , d a u g h t e r of
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Keefer, a n d T h o m a s ,
son of Mr. and Mrs. J o h n Berry, Oct. 6, in
the Skyline View Brethren in Christ C h u r c h
with Rev. J o h n Schrock officiating.

Gardner-Singer: Lois, d a u g h t e r of Mr.
and Mrs. D o n a l d Singer, and Charles
G a r d n e r , Sept. 1, in the Roseglen Brethren
in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. S i m o n L e h m a n
officiating.

Goss-Radtke: Regina, d a u g h t e r of Mr.
and Mrs. Erich P. R a d t k e , C o n e s t o g a , Pa.,
and William, son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel
F. Goss, Willow Street, Pa., Sept. 22, in the
P e q u e a Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with
Rev. Cyrus Lutz officiating.

Big Step Forward Planning Committee: (left to right) Ray Musser, Richard Johnston,
D w i g h t Bert, Stan Long, Pastor Hempy, Leslie Unruh, Jeff Harmon-not pictured: Alvin
Burkholder

Births
Barnhart: M i c h a e l Linn J r . , b o r n Sept.
22, t o Michael a n d Theresa ( O r n f o r f f )
B a r n h a r t , S o u t h M t . c o n g r e g a t i o n , Pa.
Charman: David, b o r n Sept. 20, to Rev.
R o g e r a n d Gail C h a r m a n , Cross R o a d s
congregation, Ont.
Fisher: J o e y L y n n , b o r n Sept. 18, to
M r . a n d M r s . J a m e s Fisher J r . , C e d a r
Heights c o n g r e g a t i o n , P a .
Graybill: Bruce Sider, b o r n A u g . 31, t o
R o b e r t a n d M a r i l y n Graybill, S h e n k s c o n gregation, Pa.
Jobes: Colin, b o r n J u l y 27, t o N o r m a n
a n d C y n t h i a J o b e s , Cross R o a d s congregation, O n t .
Keith: B r a n d e n J a m e s , b o r n July 13, to
M r . a n d Mrs. Steve Keith, Abilene cong r e g a t i o n , Ks.
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Knowles: R e b e k a h Marie, b o r n Sept.
19, to Rev. Michael and J u n e Knowles,
C e d a r Heights congregation, Pa.
Long: B r o o k e Anne, b o r n July 19, to
D e n n i s a n d R h o n d a Long, C e d a r Heights
congregation, Pa.
McKinney: J o a n n a Ellen, b o r n Aug.
24, to Michael and Doris McKinney, Colyer
congregation, Pa.
Nauman: A m a n d a J o y , b o r n Sept. 17,
to Dennis and Kim N a u m a n , Pequea congregation, Pa.
Pollard: David Joel, b o r n Sept. 17, to
Ken a n d R h o d a Pollard, R o s e b a n k congregation, Ont.
Riblet: Colby Allen, b o r n Sept. 17, to
R o n and Anita Riblet, C h a m b e r s b u r g congregation, Pa.
Rhine: Jill Renee, b o r n Sept. 21, to

Haney-Murph: Reginna Gaye, d a u g h ter of D o r o t h y M u r p h , and Fred P a l m e r ,
son of Shirley H a n e y , Aug. 18, in the D a y ton Brethren in Christ C h u r c h .

Lehman-Crider: Cynthia, d a u g h t e r of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Crider, and Ivan,
son of M r . a n d Mrs. Lewis L e h m a n , Sept.
8, in the C h a m b e r s b u r g Brethren in Christ
C h u r c h with E l d o n L e h m a n a n d A d a m
Martin officiating.

Lofthouse-Sherk: Elizabeth Ann,
d a u g h t e r of Mr. and Mrs. George Sherk,
S h e r k s t o n , Ont., and Brian Ray, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ray L o f t h o u s e , C o u r t l a n d ,
Ont., Oct. 6, with Rev. J o h n Sider and
Rev. R o b e r t Rolston officiating.

Reitz-Shank: J u d i t y , d a u g h t e r of Mr.
and Mrs. William E. S h a n k , W a y n e s b o r o ,
Pa., a n d Eric, son of Mr. and Mrs. C.
A r t h u r Reitz, S u n b u r y , Pa., Sept. 8, in the
Trinity United C h u r c h of Christ with Rev.
H. C l a y t o n M o y e r and Rev. R u p e r t T u r m a n officiating.
to page eleven
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Evangelism:

Scratching Where It Itches
[from The Navajos Are Coming to Jesus (Chapter 6)]
by Thomas Dolaghan and David Scates

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he hath anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me
to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised, to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke
4:18-19). With these words from the
prophetic scriptures, Jesus announced
His ministry to the people in the synagogue in Nazareth. It was good news
to the poor, healing to the brokenhearted, deliverance to the captives,
sight to the blind, liberty to the oppressed. In other words, Jesus came
with a ministry and a message that met
the felt needs of people.
A fundamental truth f r o m both
communication theory and decades of
evangelistic experience is that people
ignore messages that do not speak to
their felt needs and levels of understanding (Engle, 1976; 94). Too often
our presentation of the Biblical message has missed the mark because of
our failure to understand the target
audience. This happens when we have
not made an effort to know the people,
their aspirations, values and frustrations. Participation by missionaries in
the indigenous life-way has been all
too rare and few know what the felt
needs of the people are.
It should be pointed out that felt
needs are psychological in nature. They
are needs that are really felt by the
individual. The felt need may be on a
conscious or a sub-conscious level.
Programs are often initiated to meet
the needs of a group of people for better housing, sanitation and good nutri-

tion. These programs may fail not
because the needs do not exist, but
because the people do not feel the need
for such things. Many people, for
instance, are unaware that they have a
deep longing for meaning and purpose
in life until they find it in Christ. Then
they testify that Christ met the deepest
need of their life in giving them a reason for living.
Sometimes these sub-conscious felt
needs are brought to the level of
awareness by a very vocal member of
the group or by educational processes.
A case in point would be the recent
emphasis on the self-image of young
Indians. This has resulted in a number
of ways including movements like
A.I.M. Whether implicit or explicit,
felt needs are needs that leave a vacuum
within the heart.
Repeatedly, perceptive, spirit-filled
evangelists, aware of the felt needs of
people, have reaped a great harvest.
Pastors living close to their congregations become aware of their problems
and desires and carry out an effective
ministry of spiritual healing and inspiration. Others, aloof in their ivory
towers, offer stones in the place of
bread and fail to apply the healing
balm to wounded spirits.
The purpose of this article is to
stress the importance of knowing the
target audience, the Navajo people,
and to apply the Gospel to the areas of
felt needs as the writer sees them. It is
hoped that someone more qualified
will do a more thorough study. It
should be obvious that individuals, as
well as homogeneous groups differing
in age, acculturation, etc., will have

different felt needs.
It is worth noting at this point that
people living in a healthy culture with
a tightly knit social structure are typically slow to accept the Gospel. This is
because their felt needs are being met
relatively well in most areas of life. But
when a society is in the process of rapid
change and the old assumptions are
being questioned, people find themselves in a state of tension and frustration.
The Navajo people today are in the
process of quite rapid acculturation in
the direction of the dominant society
and many are aware that the old supports are no longer there. There are
many indicators that the people are
actively looking for other answers and
when this attitude prevails, you have a
ripening harvest field.
This article is dealing with the relationship of felt needs to Navajo evangelism. We have come to the conclusion that the most effective strategy for
evangelizing the Navajo people is the
multiplication of churches. While outreach programs such as vacation Bible
schools and camp visitation are both
necessary evangelistic meetings 'that
are most effective in making disciples.
Every aspect, however, of our evangelistic outreach needs to be based on the
felt needs of the people. This is especially true of the use of the media. I am
convinced that the thoughtful use of
radio and television will greatly enhance the overall evangelistic ministry
of the churches.
The fact that a large number of the
churches are family churches located
right in the camp, the center of Navajo

•
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"What should we emphasize in our
churches in order to touch the areas of
Navajo needs?"
communal life, makes them a very visible witness to Christianity. Non-Christian relatives attend services regularly
and have the opportunity to make an
evaluation in terms of their own felt
needs.
People also attend churches in the
developing communities such as Shiprock. These people are usually more
acculturated younger Navajos, many
of whom are driven by deep inner
needs to search for help or relief. The
churches that are aware of these felt
needs and are aiming their messages
aright will attract these hungry people.
Our study of Navajo churches points
up strongly that growing churches are
need-meeting churches. The question
we should ask, then, is, [" What should
we emphasize in our churches in order
to touch the areas of Navajo felt
needs?"]

Social Needs
Like any other people, Navajo people have social needs. These include a
sense of belonging, mutual aid and
recreation. Most social interaction
takes place in the extended family in
the day to day existence. This is the
basic cooperating group in meeting
physical needs and in putting on religious ceremonies. Other opportunities
for social intercourse are provided by
the larger ceremonies such as the
Squaw Dance fndaa'J and Yeii Bichei
Dances. Visits to the trading posts,
chapter meetings and sheep dips provide opportunities for sharing news
and gossip. As Kluckhorn points out,
"Navajos love to have a good time. As
is natural for isolated people, the greatest pleasure lies in an occasion which
brings crowds together." (1962: 96)
The Navajo churches should then
provide for good fellowship. One of
the greatest weaknesses in missions
among the Navajos is that there has
often been no provision for fellowship.
Decisions have been recorded at camp
meetings, but little thought has been
given to the plight of the convert. He
must return to the family camp to live
the Christian life without fellowship or
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encouragement. Where does this Christian now belong? To take a firm stand
for Christ is to cut oneself off from the
social functions of the family, yet there
is no local church which will provide a
functional substitute for these activities. He feels like a social outcast when
the other members ask him to help
with the ceremonies and he must refuse
because of his Christian convictions.
It is expected that a disciple of
Christ should suffer persecution and
rejection for his Lord, but the church is
God's provision for encouragement,
belonging and edification. Providing a
church fellowship, however small, will
go a long way to meeting these needs.
Otherwise, as the statistics show, the
chances for regression are great. This
is why evangelism does not end with
decision, but with incorporation into a
body of believers. The very fact that a
church exists in a community, then, is
an answer to the felt needs of fellowship and belonging.
The next question to ask is, "Does
this church provide a quality fellowship that is satisfying socially and that
will attract Navajo people?"
It should be a caring fellowship. If it
is a family church (which the majority
are) this will be taken care of automatically in the kinship cooperating patterns. Much emphasis on the Christian
teaching of love for one another will
add a dimension to this that will
attract non-Christians. It would be a
striking witness in a community to see
Christians help one another in practical ways. Emphasis should be placed
on praying for one another by name.
It should be an active fellowship.
Growing churches among Navajos are
active churches. It is not enough to
schedule the Sunday service and the
Wednesday night prayer meeting. Plan
lots of camp meetings, pot-lucks, evangelistic meetings and other special activities. The Christian will "see what's
going on." Remember, Navajo society
is a feasting society!
It should be a joyful
fellowship.
Stress the joy of being a Christian and
the victorious aspects of the Christian
life. Staid, formal services are not very

attractive to Navajo people. There
should be ample time for testimonies
and singing. Don't be afraid of "Praise
the Lord" and "Amen, brother." Pentecostal people don't have a monopoly
on these joyful expressions. Remember
that worshiping God should be a joyful experience. People should enjoy to
church.

Psychological Needs
This is the area that needs much
research, but the following are some
felt needs that one often observes or
hears expressed.
Relief from jear. An inordinate fear
of the dead, witchcraft and taboo is
still prevalent among the people. There
is much in the Bible that meets this
need. Put emphasis on this provision
in Christ. If we can say, "The Lord is
my Shepherd," we can also say, "Yea,
though I walk through the valley of
death I will fear no evil, for thou art
with me." (Psalm 23) John said, "Greater is He that is in you, than He that is in
the world." (I John 4:4) "The Lord is
my helper, I will not fear what man can
do unto me." (Hebrews 13:6)
Poor self-image. This has come
about as a result of defeat and subjection. The message has come across for
many years, implicitly and explicitly,
that Navajo people and their ways are
inferior. The Biblical message of God's
creation and redemption emphasizes
the worth of all people. "Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God!" (1 John 3:1)
Emphasize the fact that to be a good
Christian is to be a better Navajo.
Alcohol addiction. This is no doubt
related to the above. The greatest killer
of Navajos is alcohol and there is a
great desire on the part of many for
relief from this problem. Emphasis on
the life-changing grace of God even for
the worst alcoholic will attract needy
people. We have several men in our
church who have been delivered from
a life of alcoholism. Preach it!
to page ten
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Spiritual Needs
We are inclined, coming as we do
from a culture with a scientific/materialistic world view, to spend much
time with intellectual arguments for
the existence of God. The Navajo people are a spiritual people. They do not
need to be convinced of the reality of
the supernatural and they don't question the reality of God. So don't waste
time on the obvious, rather, look for
areas that reveal spiritual hunger.
Harmony. Harmony might well be
the best term to express the Navajo
religious philosophy. If one is to experience a sense of well being, the delicate balance between one's self and the
supernatural forces must be maintained. When sickness, misfortune or
tragedy strike, something has gotten
out of order and must be "put back
again." This felt need for harmony can
be met by the message of reconciliation. Sin has caused disharmony and
this separated man from God, but
Christ has reconciled us to God by His
death.
Power. Navajos, like other animists,

are not about to give up their gods for
some intellectual, theoretical religion.
They are convinced of the reality of
spiritual forces and can point to many
demonstrations of their existence. They
want a god who is able to meet their
needs. Here the missionary must come
to grips with his own faith—is our God
able? Growing churches on the Reservation have emphasized the supernatural aspects of Christianity. The
majority of Navajo ceremonies are for
the purpose of healing and the people
equate healing with supernatural activity. The fact that healing does not
always take place does not shake their
faith in their religion. Let us preach a
God of power who keeps, heals, saves
and delivers. Dr. Alan Tippett says,
"In my anthropological notebooks, I
have records of interviews with nationals from Mexico, Guatemala and Navajoland, to Taiwan and Indonesia and
Ethiopia, so much so that I am persuaded that the Christ of the animistconversion experience is a Lord of
power." (1972:142)
It is possible for a pastor in Los
Angeles to be totally irrelevant in his
ministry even though he is an Anglo
ministering to Anglos. He may find
himself rummaging through his old

seminary notes or delivering canned
sermons from "So in So's 1927 Book
of Sermons." He must know his people, know the Word and know his
Lord if he is to touch hearts. It is also
possible for the Navajo pastor to deliver
second-hand messages that are unrelated to Navajo life and felt needs. Let
us dedicate ourselves to the noble task
of "scratching where it itches."
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Taking Issue With Jesus
Taking issue with Jesus is probably
irreverent. Yet a lot of misunderstanding might have been prevented if Jesus
on one occasion had used a scriptural
passage from the Old Testament in its
entirety.
Matthew 26 records the beautiful
story of an incident at Simon the Leper's
house in Bethany. Jesus was about to
be betrayed when in burst a woman
and anointed his head with very expensive ointment.
The disciples, up in arms at such
extravagance, said, "Why this waste?
For this ointment might have been
sold for a large sum and given to the
poor." Jesus replied, " . . . She has done
a beautiful thing to me. For you always
10

have the poor with you, but you will
not always have me."
From that saying of Jesus we have
consciously and unconsciously concluded: Since there were poor in Jesus'
time, there are poor today and there
will be poor when Jesus returns, there
is not much we can or should do for
them.
Jesus' statement on the poor, particularly the way we use it, becomes
prescriptive rather than descriptive.
We conclude that to have 550 million
hungry people in our world is a normal
state of affairs. We can go on living as
we always lived.
Jesus could easily have prevented
our misunderstanding of the statement
"For you always have the poor with
you" if he would have quoted the
entire Old Testament passage instead

•

•
•
•
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of only the first part of it. The text is
Deuteronomy 15:11: "For the poor
will never cease out of the land; therefore I command you, you shall open
wide your hand to your brother, to the
needy and to the poor, in the land."
Our superficial conclusion that what
we do for the poor will not do good
anyway is not the conclusion that the
disciples would have drawn from Jesus'
statement. They knew the Old Testament passage Jesus was referring to
and knew what the entire passage said.
For them the statement was not a
resignation to the inevitable. Rather it
was a declaration that because there
are poor and hungry people they should
be fed.
Paul
Longacre, MC'C Food and
Concerns.

Hunger
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Church News
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R i c c h i - R i t c h e y : S h e r r y , d a u g h t e r of
M r . a n d Mrs. D u a n e Ritchey, and M a r k ,
son of M r . a n d Mrs. C h a r l e s Ricchi, A u g .
25, in the C h a m b e r s b u r g Brethren in Christ
C h u r c h with Rev. A. G. B r u b a k e r officiating.

Obituaries
Carver: Michael Kelly Carver, b o r n Nov.
30, 1897, died Sept. 7, 1979, in t h e Welland
G e n e r a l Hospital. He is survived by his
wife, M i l d r e d ; t w o sons: Ross a n d J o h n ;
nine g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 15 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; a sister; a n d t w o b r o t h e r s . T h e f u neral service was c o n d u c t e d by Rev. Earl
Sider a n d Rev. J o h n Z u c k in the Bertie
B r e t h r e n in Christ C h u r c h . I n t e r m e n t was
in t h e a d j o i n i n g cemetery.
Chaney: Evelyn M. C h a n e y , Hopewell,
Pa., B o r n M a y 26, 1902, died Aug. 23, 1979
in t h e D o n a h o e Rest H o m e , B e d f o r d , Pa.
S h e was m a r r i e d t o V e r n o n C h a n e y w h o
survives. Also surviving are three d a u g h ters a n d a son. T h e f u n e r a l service was
c o n d u c t e d in the S h e r m a n s Valley Brethren
in C h r i s t C h u r c h by Rev. Earl J . L e h m a n .
I n t e r m e n t was in the Fairview Cemetery.
C l i m e n h a g a : D a n i e l S. C l i m e n h a g a ,
R i d g e w a y , O n t . , b o r n M a y 25, 1907, in
Stevensville, died Sept. 18, 1979. He was
the son of E m e r s o n a n d Francis H o o v e r
C l i m e n h a g a . He is survived by his wife,
Alta F r e t z C l i m e n h a g a ; f o u r d a u g h t e r s :
Mrs. Geraldine Bailey, Mrs. Audrey Trefry,
Mrs. O r p h a D y c k ; a n d Mrs. M a b e l Tait; a
s o n , Orville; f o u r b r o t h e r s ; t w o sisters; 16
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; a n d one g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d .
H e was a m e m b e r of the Sherkston Brethren
in Christ C h u r c h where t h e f u n e r a l service
was c o n d u c t e d by Rev. W a l t e r Winger a n d
Rev. R o b e r t R o l s t o n . I n t e r m e n t was in the
R i d g e w a y M e m o r i a l Cemetery.

Foster: N o r m a n L. Foster, b o r n Aug. 6,
1913, died Aug. 25, 1979, in the Broad T o p
Medical Center. He is survived by his wife,
Bessie; a d a u g h t e r ; and t w o sons. The f u neral service was c o n d u c t e d in the M a s o o d
F u n e r a l Chapel by Rev. Earl L e h m a n .
I n t e r m e n t was in the Rays Cove Cemetery.
Frey: Mrs. Blanche H. Frey, b o r n Dec.
30, 1888, died Sept. 23, 1979, in the Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. She was
married to Forrey B. Frey w h o preceded
her in d e a t h one m o n t h earlier. She is survived by two daughters: R u t h E. B r u b a k e r
and Hilda M. Shenk; three g r a n d c h i l d r e n ;
and seven great-grandchildren. She was a
m e m b e r of the M a n o r Brethren in Christ
C h u r c h where the f u n e r a l service was conducted by Rev. Dale W. Engle and Rev.
Henry Hostetter. Interment was in the Millersville M e n n o n i t e Cemetery.
Frey: F o r r e y B. Frey, Messiah Village,
M e c h a n i c s b u r g , Pa., b o r n Nov. 7, 1883,
died Aug. 23, 1979, in the Holy Spirit Hospital, C a m p Hill. He was the son of Frederick and Alice F o r r e y Frey. He was married
to Blanche Haverstick Frey. He is survived
by t w o daughters: R u t h E. B r u b a k e r , and
Hilda M. Shenk; three grandchildren; seven
great-grandchildren; three sisters; and a
b r o t h e r . He was a m e m b e r of the M a n o r
Brethren in Christ C h u r c h where the f u n eral service was conducted by Rev. Henry
H o s t e t t e r and Rev. J o h n H a w b a k e r . Interment was in the Millersville Cemetery.

Friesen: E d n a M. Friesen, Messiah Village, b o r n M a y 5, 1892, died Sept. 22,
1979, in Holy Spirit Hospital, C a m p Hill,
Pa. She was the d a u g h t e r of Bishop David
R. and Agnes Landis Eyster. On Nov. 26,
1914, she was married to Rev. Peter B.
Friesen w h o preceded her in d e a t h . She is
survived by six children: Jesse, R a l p h ,
M r s . R u t h S l a g e n w e i t , Mrs. M a r g a r e t

The Shared Life
from Page 16

himself or the Father that sent him." Mr. J. said, "That's
good, that's good."
I don't have a success story to tell. In my case with my
neighbor it was necessary to share myself before I shared
Christ.
Sharing ourselves is not all there is to the beauty of
sharing eternal life. One of the simple little resolutions that
I have tried to seek in my life is to more frequently speak
the name of Jesus. Occasionally I have people come to me
who are uptight because they work beside people who
blaspheme the name of Jesus. 1 have never quite figured
out why Christians are more uptight about people blaspheming the name of Jesus than they are about our reluctance to bless the name of Jesus. I wonder what would
happen in our communities if we could speak his name as
freely in sincerity as the world speaks it in blasphemy. It
has been an exciting and very enjoyable experience naturally to work into my conversation the name of Jesus
Christ. When we share the Word there is no better word to
share than that.
There are some things in life which if given away leave us
with less. When we give away our faith, it becomes not less
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Heise, Mrs. Esther Richwine, a n d Mrs.
Allyne Isaac. The f u n e r a l service was c o n ducted in the Messiah Village by Rev.
L e R o y Walters, A n d r e w Slagenweit, a n d
George K. Kibler. I n t e r m e n t was in Dry
Hill Cemetery, W o o d b u r y , Pa. A tribute
was given by the Bethany Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h , T h o m a s , Ok., for the service given to the c h u r c h by Mrs. Friesen
and her h u s b a n d , w h o had served as p a s t o r
and bishop.

Frymire: Nevin Wayne Frymire, b o r n
July 17, 1956, in T h o m a s , Ok., died Aug.
24, 1979. He was the son of V e r n o n and
G r a c e Frymire, Jr. w h o survive. He is also
survived by his wife, Evelyn S u d e r m a n ,
w h o he m a r r i e d on M a r . 6, 1976; t w o
b r o t h e r s ; Tim and R o b e r t ; a sister Kristi;
g r a n d p a r e n t s , A m o s a n d Katie Bontrager;
and s t e p - g r a n d m o t h e r , M a r y Frymire. He
was a m e m b e r of the Bethany Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h where he served as S u n d a y
School Superintendent, church trustee, and
as a Christian Service Brigade leader. Rev.
Charles Rickel c o n d u c t e d the f u n e r a l service. I n t e r m e n t was in the Bethany C e m e tery.

Hershey: A n n a M. Hershey, b o r n Sept.
17, 1887 in M i a m i Co., Ohio, died Oct. 1,
1979 in Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg,
Pa. She was the d a u g h t e r of David a n d
Elizabeth J. Miller R e i g h a r d . She was
married to David H. Hershey w h o preceded her in d e a t h in 1964. She is survived
by a son. David D.; f o u r step-sons: Clyde
L., J. Elwood, Clayton W., and J o h n O.; a
sister; 13 g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 15 g r e a t - g r a n d children; and a great-great-grandchild. She
was the oldest m e m b e r of the Pleasant Hill
Brethren in Christ C h u r c h where she had
been very active. The f u n e r a l service was
c o n d u c t e d in the Pleasant Hill C h u r c h
with Rev. Carl Ulery officiating. Interment
was in the Highland Cemetery.

but more. It was John C. Wenger who told the story of a
man who was lost in a blizzard in the Alps. His own
survival was threatened until, trudging through the snow,
his foot struck on something. He stopped to see what it was
and found a man. He dug the man out of the snow and
found that he was still alive. He got the half frozen man to
his feet, moved his legs and his arms and tried to push him
along the mountain trail. He worked with the man until he
was himself almost exhausted from the effort. The man
that he found in the snow died but he himself lived because
of the effort that he had put forth to save another. J. C.
Wenger described a time as a young student in Europe
when he had almost lost his own faith. In trying to help
another man find the faith, his own faith was saved.
What the world needs is not necessarily more theologians nor people who are highly polished in the art of
witnessing. What the world needs to see is people who have
found the beauty of Jesus Christ and shared that beauty as
part of their life-style.
When I have shared with a man my loaf of bread, I have
given him something of value, but I have really given him
the short end of the loaf unless I also share with him the
bread of eternal life.
. „
Director oj Overseas
Brethren in Christ Missions
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CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER

KENBROOK

Jim Stepp
Christmas in September?
Someone moans, "Oh boy, just what
we need, another holiday to fuss over."
Perhaps we hear laughter from another corner.
But while we are still laughing, it
dawns on us that the pastor had said
something about keeping the Christmas spirit year round. We also recall
exhortations about sowing the gospel
seed in every season. And remember
reading in the Bible or hearing in sermons about the need to spread the
Word? Well, for the story of Christmas
in September, read on, for this story
tells about seed sowing in the form of
gift giving.
You might say wrapping the gift
started when one of our concerned
Christian laymen suggested a Rally
Day. This was to be no ordinary Rally
Day. An ad hoc group of leaders from
our congregation began to pool their
ideas and energies into planning for six
unusual activities, as well as a fellowship meal, and the feature event: a
greased pig scramble. Plans for the day
included: the release of 200 heliumfilled balloons each with a preprinted
message, a hog calling contest, a raw
egg toss, a pie-eating contest, a water
balloon toss, and a three-legged sack
race.
I'm always amazed at the sense of
anticipation that develops around
"opening" day of Christmas celebrations. For our congregation, September 23 had that same atmosphere of
expectancy. We had invited the members of the Dayton Church congregation to join us for the fellowship meal
and the afternoon activities. As a result
well over 100 people gathered for the
occasion.
Rally Day began with a bang, mostly
from the exploding of a few untimely
released helium balloons. When the
time came for releasing the balloons,
Pastor Henry Chaffin, of the Dayton
congregation, led those assembled in a
prayer that the message contained in
the helium balloons would bring spiritual results. Then the balloons were
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released and the message went forth.
Or, perhaps you could say the seed was
sown.
The other activities of the afternoon
could likewise be compared to planting seed in various kinds of soil, perhaps none of them more so than the
greased pig contest. A crowd of church
members, curiosity seekers, and visitors gathered and stood 4 and 5 deep
around the 75 foot temporary hog pen.
There were seven groups of greased pig
pickers, each attempting to catch a
prize. Our pastor was challenged with
a special spotted snorter with the
words, "catch him and he is yours."
After about 15 minutes of slipping and
sliding the pastor and "spot" gave up
and made up.
With the fellowship and testimonies
that were part of the day's events, the
planting of the seed was done. In the
weeks that followed we waited with
edge-of-the-chair anticipation for signs
of response; fruit. Promising signs of
response trickled in slowly. These
stimulated our efforts to nurture and
disciple those who received the Word.
We received replies to the balloon
message from as far away as 175 miles.
And these messages indicated favorable impressions. We are now busy cultivating (weeding and pruning) the
new contacts that have resulted from
this planting of the seed. Attendance is
averaging 20% above last year. Participation increases and excitement is high.
Here at Phoneton we thank God for
these evidences of interest and genuine
Christian concern.
We continue to wait and to watch
for the seed-gift to be unwrapped here
and there. We trim and feed young
plants as we look for future fruit. We
are grateful to God for this opportunity to keep Christmas year round and
to see some of the seed sown begin to
bear fruit—some 30, some 60, some
100 fold.

Jim Stepp is Director of Christian Education
at the Phoneton Brethren in Christ Church.

Kenbrook Concludes
30th Season
On August 4, Kenbrook Bible Camp
concluded its 30th camping season
with a record 372 campers attending
the seven weeks of resident camp.
Seven adults served as volunteer counselors: Chris and Nathan Lehman,
Anna Ruth Hess, Cindi Heisey, Darlene Wingert, Lori Brent and John
Auman. Camp pastors for this summer
were Dale Engle, Earl Musser, Steve
Martin, John Reitz, Dan Houck and
Ken Engle. Each of these served for
one week and led the campers in the
Bible Exploration and Vespers. This
was a new approach which proved to
have special value for the full-time
staff. It also enabled a number of pastors to become acquainted with the
camp program on a first-hand basis.
The camp was under the direction of
Eugene Wingert, with Jim Zook serving as Assistant Director in charge of
program.
There were no major accidents and
very few minor injuries during the
summer. We were also blessed with
fantastic weather, having only one day
completely rained out and just a few
times when plans had to be changed
due to rain. We praise the Lord for the
lives that were changed and influenced
at camp this summer. Each week saw
campers dealing with their relationships to God and with others. With the
loving support and guidance of the
counseling staff, many campers experienced significant spiritual growth and
at least 15 made decisions to accept
Christ as Savior with many more giving pubic expressions indicating a new
commitment to the Lord.
Please note the 1980 camps listed on
page 13.
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Missions for

James

Sollenberger

How can young people become involved in mission outreach overseas?
The Air Hill youth group found one
answer to this question. Last spring
during a youth week emphasis they
adopted a very ambitious
missions
project. Here is a report by James Sollenberger, one of their members.
During our youth week, last spring,
Rev. Bill Teate of the World Home
Bible League spoke to the youth about
India and Project Philip, a plan of
Bible literature outreach.
According to Rev. Teate, India contains 600 million people, many of

Curriculum Training
and Service
The Brethren in Christ Church is
involved in the production of four
pieces of curriculum. The Foundation
Series: Sunday school curriculum for
children ; The Heritage Series: electives for youth and adults; On Being
Brethren in Christ: membership education for adults; On Your Way:
membership education for youth.
To promote and service this curricula a network of regional assistants
and area representatives have been
trained to answer questions a b o u t
Brethren in Christ curricula, introduce
congregations to the curricula, promote the curricula in local congregations, and help to solve curricularelated problems.

whom are hungry and starving. Rats
consume 20% of its food supply, and
monkeys destroy another 15%
Eighty percent of the people are
Hindus, whose religious beliefs often
add to India's plagues. Christians comprise about 2.4% of the population.
Because of government policies no
new missionaries may enter the country or replace those already there.
In response to India's spiritual needs
the World Home Bible League is attempting to saturate India with 60 million scripture gift packs in 10 years.
These packets, containing scripture
and Bible courses, are given to church
workers and remaining missionaries to
help in their outreach. Success in this
project requires huge amounts of money and prayer.
That's where the Air Hill youth
group could become involved. Rev.
Teate challenged our youth to raise
$3,000 over a one year period. After
discussion and prayer, the group not
only accepted this challenge but actually increased the amount to $4,000.
There are three aspects to the fund
raising. The youth themselves pledged
over $900 of their own money. Special

Area Representatives:
Eastern PA and New York
City: Andrew Stoner
Northern PA: Jesse Dourte
Southern PA: Eugene Wingert
Florida: Clair Shenk
Virginia: Calvin Hamblin
Canadian Conference
Regional Assistant:
Winifred Swalm
Area Representatives:
Northern Ontario:
Winifred Swalm
Southern Ontario: Mary Fretz
Saskatchewan: Janice Dearing

Allegheny Congerence
Regional Assistant: Nelson Byers
Area Representatives:
Section 1: Clarence Brubaker
Section 2: Marion Walker
Section 3: Michael Knowles
Section 4: Lenora Stern

Central Conference
Regional Assistant:
Donald Bauman
Area Representatives:
KY, TN, Southern IN:
Rodger McCann
Southern Ohio: Beth Saba
Northern Ohio: John Yeatts
IN, IL, WI, Southern Michigan:
Mary Ebersole
Northern Michigan:
Ronald Slabaugh

Atlantic Conference
Regional Assistant: Glenn Hess

Midwest-Pacific Conference
Regional Assistant: Stanley Long
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projects are being planned, including
pizza and ham sandwich sales. Globe
banks are placed in the home of each
church family that is willing to participate. Family members are encouraged
to drop their change into the bank—at
least a dime a day. Youth members
visit the participating families monthly
to collect the gifts and give receipts for
their contributions.
Such a project yields many benefits.
It provides a goal for the group, building unity and cooperation. It helps
kids experience the responsibility of
commitment and the joy of sharing. It
leads to communication between youth
and adults through the visitation. Finally, it gives an opportunity for youth to
become personally involved with missions in a small, yet significant way.
Several weeks ago we wrote to Jim and asked
him how they were coming on their projects.
Here is his report:
"Several special projects have been accomplished to help (us) achieve the $4,000 goat. They
include: a pizza sale and several evenings of
picking tomatoes on a church member's farm.
After about four months of effort the fund raising total stood at $1, 709.92. The goal seems very
achievable."

Area Representatives:
Kansas-Iowa: Myron Lady
NM, OK, TX:
Warren Hoffman
Oregon: Glenn Ginder
California: Ralph Wenger
For information regarding Brethren
in Christ curriculum contact your area
representative or contact:
John R. Yeatts
Brethren in Christ
Curriculum Coordinator
Box 127
Nappanee, IN 46550

June 15-21
June 22-28
June 29-July f
July 6-12
July 13-19
July 20-26
July 27-Aug. ^
August 3-9
August 10-16

Boys, Age 10, 11
Girls, Age 10, 11
Boys, Age 12, 13
Girls, Age 12, 13
Co-ed, Age 12, 13
Boys, Age 8, 9
Girls, Age 8, 9
Co-ed, Age 14-16
Co-ed, Age 14-16

Winter Snow Camp (Backpacking)
Ages 16 an older, January 12, 13.
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Praise—
A Celebration
—

Dorcas

The young woman stood behind the
lectern leading the praise and share
time. After a number had spoken, she,
too, wanted to share. Tears choked her
words: "You'll have to forgive me for
crying, but I'm new at this. I just can't
seem to take it all in; the difference in
our lives and home since Jesus came
in." One could sense the entire group
feeling with her the joys of sins forgiven.
But let me go back to what brought
us to this service. A bishop's schedule
takes him from church to church, a
different one (and usually two) each
Sunday and he usually ministers in
each one. So it was a welcome change
to receive a letter from our Lakeview
pastor saying "You are scheduled to be
with us on Sunday evening. We are
planning a Fellowship Supper at 4:00
p.m. followed by a Celebration of
Praise. We want you to be our guests;
come, eat, relax and enjoy the service
with us."
We arrived at the church at 3:30
p.m. By four o'clock the place was
crowded. New faces and families were
all around us and they were enjoying
each other. We were caught up in the
excitement and knew that "things were
happening" here!
The Celebration of Praise opened
with joyous singing. The praise and
share time was led by the young woman
who had come to the church with her
husband and family a few months
before. People, young and old, gave
praise to God for salvation and for a
body of believers who loved the Lord
and each other. One person thanked
God for finding a church where people
loved him and cared for him. (It was
just what he needed.) A young woman
whose parents were killed in an automobile accident, thanked God for His
never failing presence and for the
church family who had meant so much
to her and her brothers during the time
14

Young People Give
Year in VS
Two Brethren in Christ young people have begun terms of Voluntary
Service with the Eastern Mennonite
Board of Missions, Salunga, Pa.

Climenhaga
of the tragedy and the months that
followed. The audience wept together
as she was thanking God "through it
all." It was truly a Celebration of
Praise. During a break time in the
activities, we remarked to one of the
deacons: "We marvel and we rejoice at
what God is doing in your church
here." With deep feeling, he replied
"And they are not only a Sunday
morning group, but Sunday night and
Wednesday night, also." With such
vitality, it was no surprise to read
recently the announcement in their
church bulletin "All regulars of our
congregation are asked to move into
the middle of the pews so that everyone attending the service can have a
seat!"
Several months later another note
from a different congregation came to
our desk. It read "Three of our families
are moving away. The ladies are getting together for a farewell breakfast
for the three women. Will you join us?"
We were scheduled to be in the area
that day, so I joined them at the restaurant. At the close of the breakfast, the
pastor's wife gave time for the three
ladies to say anything they wished. All
three wanted to express their thanks
for finding a church where they were
led to Christ, and where they became
part of a family who loved and cared
for them. It was a precious time of
sharing. Before we separated, we joined
together in a prayer time, that these
three families would find a similar
church home in the community to
which they were moving and that three
new families would be sent in to replace
them in the church they were leaving.
Our hearts were "strangely warmed."
Dorcas Climenhaga is a frequent speaker at
women's meetings and retreats and writes the
Women's page of the Star, a page directed to
pastors' wives in the Central Conference. She is
the wife of Bishop David Climenhaga, Administrator of the Central Conference of the Brethren
in Christ Church.

Kathy McCoy, R.D. #3, Milton
Grove Road, Elizabethtown, Pa., is
serving a one-year term of service as
unit hostess/hospital work/secretarial
worker in Buffalo, NY.
Kathy is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Thomas McCoy, Elizabethtown, Pa.
She is a 1978 graduate of Donegal
High School, Mount Joy, Pa. Prior to
her term of service she was employed
by Tom McCoy Custom Butchering,
Elizabethtown, Pa.
She is a member of the Crossroads
Brethren in Christ Church, Mount
Joy, Pa.

Donna Sider, Messiah College,
Grantham, Pa., is serving for a year as
a child care worker in Syracuse, NY.
Miss Sider is the daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. E. Morris Sider, Grantham, Pa.
She is a 1979 graduate of Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. Prior to her term
of service she was employed by Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
She is a member of the Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church, Grantham,
Pa.
Currently more than 300 youth
through senior adults serve in 60 locations throughout North America and
the Caribbean area of the Voluntary
Service program of the Mennonite
Church, offices in Elkhart, Ind., and
Salunga, Pa.
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Editorial

Thanksgiving!
. . . ; and be ye thankful!
Being thankful is a godly virtue. In Colossians chapter 3,
the setting of the quote, being thankful is virtually a command. Charity, forbearance, a spirit of forgiveness, letting
the peace of God rule, allowing the word of Christ to dwell
richly within; these are the elements of Christian character
that form the context.
"In everything give thanks. . . ." (I Thess. 5:18) Sounds
ludicrous. Let's take a closer look. It does not say, be
thankful for everything. This allows for sorting out the
facts. Heartbreaks that are gigantic literally crush us. At
such time the good must be separated from the bad. If a
loved one has made it HOME, even with tears streaming,
an exclamation comes, 'thank God, they made it.' And
then, thanks for friends, thanks for family, thanks for
prayers, thanks for those who love and care.
What about the mundane? Its not easy to always thank
the Lord when doors do shut, when care has been exercised
and a good decision has been made. Then the unexpected,
the unplanned for, acts like a boomerang. Do we give up? I
think not. Careful study, diligent work, constant prayer for
God's best to be realized, are but a method of going from
good to better and on to the best. Right in the midst of life,
Paul had a key that is peculiarly a Christian key: "And we
know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose." (Romans 8:28) Working involves time and process. As finite creatures we do not have full wisdom. Faith
says, 'going forth in the name of the Lord,' "he will perfect
that which concerneth me."
A live illustration: A devoted Christian group of breth-

ren, responsible trustees for Messiah Home, clearly saw
the need for a countryside location for the Brethren in
Christ Senior Citizens ministry. They moved ahead. A
forty acre plot, well situated on the edge of Carlisle was
wisely chosen as a good location. Necessary arrangements
for utilities were made with Carlisle.
Plans were in progress in 1972 and the first step, the
nursing unit, was ready to go. And then, DER moved on
Carlisle and Messiah Home was cut off from certain utility
service. What did the brethren do? Stop? No indeed! Time
and space does not permit, neither is necessary, to describe
all the interim explorations to meet the crisis and go ahead
with development.
Finally, the process called for another location. The
brethren had divine insight sufficient to know when it was
time to go elsewhere. In the providence of God, the present
location near Shepherdstown became available. Prayer
and counselling led to a united decision to develop this
location.
Now comes the pertinent fact as per this editorial. There
is almost an overwhelming sense of thanksgiving to God
that a location that was good, gave way to the better, if not
the best, in this phase of the Church's ministry.
Anticipations are a part of the joy of Christian living.
Spiritual dreams fulfilled, awaken a new sense of praise
and thanksgiving to God!
Anticipations unrealized often take a little more time to
work our way through. This need not change our spirit of
thanksgiving. Although it may need a bit more time to
come to fruition.
J.N.H.

In everything give thanks... / Thess. 5:18
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The Beauty of the Shared Life
What our world needs is not merely more food, says Roy Sider. It
also needs the good news of Jesus. We have the privilege of sharing
the new life in Jesus along with a loaf of bread.
Roy Sider
It is significant to note that after Jesus had performed
the miracle of the loaves and fish and the 5,000 were filled,
the people came to make him king by force but he refused
their offer. His action said several things, and certainly that
life is more than bread.
The ultimate good news is that God, the Creator, has
communicated with us through his Son, Jesus Christ. "I
am the Bread of Life, he who comes to me will never go
hungry," says Jesus in John 6:35.
In an address at Duke University some years ago, Prime
Minister Trudeau said: "So indiscriminate are our values
that we allow ourselves to be directed by government on
the single assumption that the expenditure of money is a
measure of happiness. Yet what does growth of the GNP
do to confine or reduce the extent of delinquency among
juveniles, corruption in government, monopoly in business, limitations and education opportunities, pollution in
our environment—what does it offer in the presence of the
violence or the absence of beauty? Bluntly stated it does
nothing.
"Nevertheless, it is this nothing that directs our lives. It is
this nothing that we have the effrontery to export to the
newly independent countries under the guise of foreign aid.
It is this nothing that we have come to worship even as we
suspect its falsity and its perversity. This nothing we clothe
all too often with the attractice descriptions—progress,
modernity, achievement. As we do so we admit our woeful
weakness and quality of our work, our attitudes and our
actions. Our definition of the good life has become intertwined with abundance—abundance which invites waste
and obsolescence, which forgives tawdriness and selfindulgence."
Yet neither Trudeau nor any other government leader
has the full answer. Jesus Christ says that he gives peace
within. He reconciles us with our God. He directs us to lose
our life in seeking God and thus find our true identity and a
new direction for life. Barbara Ward of England, who is as
much concerned about feeding the hungry and sharing the
loaf as we are, speaks of England at one point in history as
being made up of "gin-sodden idiots." She mentions two
things that changed the direction of England. One, she
says, was the preaching of Wesley of the good news about
Jesus Christ. This is the life that we have the privilege of
sharing along with the loaf.
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I find it relatively easy to be a theorist. I may conduct
evangelism and church growth seminars, preach sermons
on witnessing, or debate as a member of the executive
committee about the need of sharing the Word as well as
the deed, and do all this without really sensing in my own
life the beauty of sharing the eternal life that is in Jesus
Christ. If that life is to be shared I must do as Jesus did—I
must first of all share myself. Before he shared of the
Father he shared of himself. As we share ourselves we earn
the right to share eternal life.
I find it easy to drive past my neighbors to the many
meetings I attend. Neighbors moved next door to us—we
finally had them over for dinner and after dinner I said to
the gentleman, "I'm sorry, Mr. J., that I've been so long in
getting to know you. I must confess I'm the world's worst
neighbor." He said, "I'm sorry I ever said that." I didn't
know until then that he had actually said to some of the
other neighbors that I was the world's worst.
Mr. J. is an agnostic. He tells my wife (she gets over more
frequently than I do) that he keeps a loaded revolver beside
his bed. He would never hesitate to shoot any person. He
would never kill an animal—they don't harm each other
but people do. Another occasion when we had them over
for dinner I suggested that we go to easier chairs. He said,
"No, I prefer to lean on the table." We sat on those hard
chairs for three hours. I didn't say very much, but I did a lot
of listening.
During those hours he shared with me these statements
in this sequence, but of course with much filler in between:
"You know, my mother never wanted me to be born," and
later, "I'm a lawyer because my dad wanted me to be a
lawyer. I wanted to be an engineer." Still later, he said,
"You know, the only person I ever loved was my brother
and the Japs killed him. I've hated the Japs e.ver since."
Toward the end of the evening he said, "I'm afraid to die. I
don't know what's after death."
I really hadn't said anything spiritual to that point. You
may think I was slow but I think that's one time I was right
on schedule. Still later he said, "I wish I could believe. I
would be a better man if I could believe." Only then did I
say, "Mr. J., I used to have trouble with doubt too. Then
the Lord gave me the promise that if any man wants to do
his will, he shall know his teaching, whether he speaks of
to page eleven
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